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President's report 


AS Christmas approaches we're well into our 2009-2010 
program, with many fascinating talks and excursions to look 
back on and more to look forward to in the new year. Although 
our next general meeting is not till February, there are plenty of 
activities in the program for January, so make sure you have got 
your new calendars marked up, starting with our half-day 
excursion at Eastern Park on Saturday 16th, Bird Group meeting 
on the 21st and the Mid-week Bird Group excursion on the 28th. 
If you're planning to attend the Mt Buffalo campout, please see 
the notice on page 20 and get your bookings in as soon as i 
possible. 


Despite our stretched committee resources, we are managing to 
do a little more than just keeping our heads above water and the 
Conservation Committee has been active on a number of issues, 
even if progress seems slow at times and projects seem to go 
into ‘stasis’ somewhere in the bureaucracy for mystifyingly long 
periods. Tom Fletcher's article on the bitterns highlights the need 
for continuing monitoring not only of the natural habitat but of 
land use and development proposals that influence the precious 
remaining areas of biodiversity significance in our region. 


Making our case for the protection of these areas relies on our 
ability to demonstrate their natural values, which means not only 
surveying specific localities, but keeping ongoing records that will 
highlight trends in populations. And everybody can be 
participating here, even if it is only observing your own gardens 
and street trees. Ask Father Christmas for a nice little pocket 
notebook that will be your constant companion and a place to 
record those first flowerings of the season, first nestings and 
other important sightings. We are building up a diverse range of 
records, as is illustrated in the increased reports in the Geelong 
Naturalist, and the Committee is currently looking at how to set 


Tonight... 


.. Members’ night and special supper. 


At the February meeting... 


oe e We welcome 

Southern Otway Landcare Never At Apollo Bay 
“Geraldine Harris Ton Castlemaine 
to the dub and ue thema long and happy association. 


GENC website 


Any Gler aiee (plant, ween oid, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNG email address or phoned to 
| Barry Lingham. (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site frequently. 

GFNC Web page: http: home. vicnet. net. taul-gfnc/ 

e-mail address: gine@vicnet. netau 


Members are encouraged to arrive 
early at general meetings. 


Full story p. 1. 


The. room will: be open: at 7 15. p. m: 
to allow members to chat to other. 
members and visitors. 


...Michelle Smith will talk about Water Rats. 


The PDO on the Tem. cover, by Rosalind Smallwood, is of Fairy Lanterns Thismia rodwayi 


|| The photos on the back cover, by Trevor Pescot, are e of a storm at Ap Bayo on nthe Py 
evening. of a October 2009. a E E Aa Pli 


...Deborah Evans 


up a more efficient database system for storing these and being 
able to send them on to other information collections. 


This year we have also managed to add a number of extra items 
to our program, the most exciting of which was undoubtedly the 
Thismia hunt. As Rosalind’s article shows, there are still 
surprises to be had if we only take the time to look. 


Finally, on behalf of the Committee and the Club as a whole, | 
would like to thank Marilyn Hewish, whose last regular ‘Rambling 
On’ article appears in this issue. We will all miss her entertaining 
reports, but | know she won't stop observing, recording and 
photographing, so I’m sure we can look forward to more 
magnificent moth photos in the future! 


From all on the Committee may | wish you a very safe and happy 
Festive Season. May you all come back from your various 
travels and family gatherings refreshed and with marvelous 
records and stories of the natural world to bring to our February 
meeting. 


A Happy Christmas to you all! 


Large Bird Orchid Chiloglottis valida has been flowering 
prolifically in the Otway Range this spring. 


Great Otways Thismia Hunt, 31 Oct—1 Nov 2009 


he long weekend of the 

Great Otways Thismia Hunt 
(GOTH) started with a bang. A 
lot of bangs, actually, because 
on the Friday night a dramatic 
thunderstorm hit the southern 
coastal area. The dramatic 
sound and light show set the 
tone for the rest of the GOTH 
weekend because—despite the 
understandable scepticism of 
the professional botanists—our 
small GFNC team successfully 
located the first Thismia 
rodwayi ever recorded in the 
Otways. It was quite an 
experience. 


Thismia rodwayi, with its Fairy Lanterns Thismia rodwayi 
common name of Fairy 
Lanterns, is a tiny plant that 
literally grows in the dark under 
leaf litter in deeply shaded tall 
forests and fern gullies. It is a 
herb, not an orchid and not a 
fungus. The bright orange-red 
flowers, whose shape 
resembles an old-fashioned 
coach-lantern, are just 12-18 
mm high and open out while 
hidden under the mulch. The 
plants lack chlorophyll as they 
are not exposed to sunlight, so 
they don’t photosynthesise and 
the stubby leaves and'stems 
are a translucent white rather 
than green. 


Because of T. rodwayi’s growth 
habit, few people in Victoria 
have ever seen it—let alone 
photographed it. Uncovering the 
tiny flowers happens by chance, often by someone on their 
hands and knees searching in the damp mulch for fungi or 
something else. Corrick and Fuhrer's Wildflowers of Victoria lists 
the plant's geographical areas as Volcanic Plain (possibly), 
Eastern Highlands, Gippsland Highlands, and Wannon, noting 
that it also occurs in Qld, NSW and Tasmania. 


The idea of actively hunting for Thismia developed after a 2008 
visit to the Otways by Tasmanian field naturalist Helen Jones, a 
keen fungi photographer. A few months after her Otways visit, 
Helen emailed me and Trevor Pescott with news (and a photo) of 
this extraordinary tiny plant she and her colleagues had 
uncovered during a fungi foray. Trevor's response was 
immediate: 'If they find it in northern Tasmania, we should be 
able to find it in the Otways!' And the concept of GOTH grew 
from that. 


So on the morning of Sat 31 October, armed with botanical 
advice and information from sources in Tasmania as well as 
Victoria, a small group of Thismia hunters led by Trevor headed 
off into the Otways bush. Trevor had chosen several locations, all 
of which contained the indicator vegetation species, but 
everything else was going to be an educated guess. Senior 
botanist David Cameron had summed up the situation in a final 
email, wishing GOTH the best of British luck! 


Rosalind Smallwood photographing the tiny plant. 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


...Rosalind Smallwood 


The first search, on the steep 
hillside near the old Kaanglang 
quarry, proved fruitless. So, 
after further discussion over 
morning tea, Trevor headed 
our car convoy across to the 
Blanket Leaf picnic area, close 
to Lorne. Recent good rain in 
the Otways had encouraged 
both fungi and wildflower 
growth, and the Bird Orchids 
were flourishing beside the 
lunch table, encouraged by 
warm humid weather. Then the 
gardening gear was pulled on, 
and we moved the short 
distance along the Cora Lynn 
Falls track to Trevor's second 
site, where each of us began 
work on a separate quadrat 

(1 mx 1 m) in the mulch layer. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


On hands and knees, | gently 
lifted first some leaves and then 
some loose damp mulch. 
Suddenly, to my stunned 
disbelief, right below me were a 
couple of tiny red wart-like 
objects poking up through the 
damp humus. A loud yell to 
Trevor, and a hasty gathering 
of everyone else, and we 
quickly decided that we were 
indeed looking at the first 
Thismia rodwayi ever reported 
in the Otways. Out came the 
red tape, and the site was 
formally marked. 


Then it was time for the 
photos—kneeling, lying down, 
trying to ignore the ferocious 
mozzies, and trying to stop laughing with delight. The group 
photo shows Lorraine and Phil Phelan, Trevor Pescott, Dick 
Southcombe, Deborah Evans and me down on the ground, 
pointing to some barely-distinguishable red objects half-hidden in 
the dirt before us. We'd done it! About 2.15 pm a quick SMS to 
Helen Jones in Tasmania brought a delighted response of 
congratulations (with the unplanned benefit of also formally 
timing our find). 


Trevor listed the site vegetation, which was very similar to 
several other T. rodwayi sites, both in Tasmania and Victoria: 


Messmate (Eucalyptus obliqua ) 

Mountain Grey-gum (Eucalyptus eea 
Blanket-leaf (Bedfordia arborescens) 
Austral Mulberry (Hedycarya angustifolia) 
Musk Daisy-bush (Olearia argophylla) 
Snowy Daisy-bush (Olearia lirata) 

Prickly Currant-bush (Coprosma quadrifida) 
Mountain Clematis (Clematis aristata) 
Forest Wire-grass (Tetrarrhena juncea) 
Rough Tree-fern (Cyathea australis) . 
Mother Shield-fern (Polystichum proliferum) 


Cont. 
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Dick Southcombe drove off 
to report our find to the 
Lorne Parks.Vic office, and 
returned to the site with two 
somewhat bemused young 
rangers. They took photos 
and GPS readings, and 
invited us down to their 
office for Deborah Evans to 
send off a formal email to 
David Cameron’s office at 
the Arthur Rylah Institute, 
reporting our excited 
discovery. Being Saturday, 
this was a somewhat 
frustrating exercise as the 
news was unlikely to reach 
him until Monday morning— 
nor was he answering his 
mobile phone. When phone 
contact was finally made 
later that night, David 
sounded just as excited as 
we were. Not just one 
Thismia flower discovered, but two! 


That evening we celebrated quietly, enjoying the afterglow as we 
shared dinner on the verandah in the bush surroundings of 
Barramunga Cabins. Lorraine’s beautiful close-up photos of the 
minute Thismia flower-heads were admired on her laptop. After a 
somewhat restless night for some, we headed back to Blanket 
Leaf to try our luck once again, joined for the day by Polly 
Cutcliffe and Sheila Silver. It didn’t take long for Phil to locate 
several other Thismias a few metres downhill from the first, and 
by the time we stopped for lunch a GOTH total of 11 flowers had 
been recorded. (The 12th was found on a brief follow-up visit the 
following Thursday.) 


Nobody had any energy, either physical or emotional, to begin 
hunting again after lunch, so we gently covered over the newly- 
found flowers, replaced the mulch and bark on the quadrats, and 
left the site looking as much like undisturbed forest floor as 
possible. 


Postscript 


A planned follow-up visit a couple of weeks later to collect a plant 


specimen (for formal scientific ID) at the request of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Herbarium was cancelled, much to everyone’s 
regret. Ten days after our initial discovery, Margaret MacDonald 


Fs ee BRN, wie, et ee A se i age 5 
The GOTH team at the discovery site: l-r, Rosalind Smallwood, Deborah 
Evans, Trevor Pescott, Philip Phelan, Lorraine Phelan, Dick Southcombe 


from Angair had visited the 
site with botanical artist 
Enid Mayfield and found 
that the current unseasonal 
heatwave had dried up the 
plants that we’d found. The 
GOTH 2009 timing had 
been perfect. 


A similar GOTH for the 
same time next year has 
already been suggested. 
So who needs the 
Melbourne Cup? 
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Fungi at Blanket Leaf 


he search for Fairy Lanterns had an unexpected bonus—we 
found a lot of fungi. 


As stated in the article above, we were searching under the 
mulch near Blanket Leaf Picnic Ground in early November. As 
we moved the damp mulch we found various types of fungi 
growing in the soil and on small sticks and bark. We also found 
some other species beside the path. 


Altogether it turned out to be a very interesting community. The 
most intriguing had us puzzled—we didn't know whether it was 
= animal or vegetable—but finally Dr Tom May, mycologist at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens herbarium, identified it as a Slime Mould 
Arcyria nutans. It was growing on the stump of a Messmate 
Eucalyptus obliqua (and didn't look at all slimy). Trevor found the 
bright blue discs of Chlorociboria aeruginascens growing on a 
small stick that had been stained blue by the fungus. A beautiful 
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dark-purple coral fungus Clavaria zollingeri was growing in deep 
shade beside the path—it favours the deep litter under tree-ferns. 


Slime mould Dictydiaethalium plumbeum 
Slime mould Acyria nutans 

other unidentified white slime moulds 
Black Cups Plectania campylospora 
Chlorociboria aeruginascens 
Calocera sp. 

bracket fungi 

coral fungus Clavaria zollingeri 
Orange-peel Fungus Aleuria aurantia 
Marasmiellus affixus 

Ruby Bonnet Mycena viscidocruenta 
several Hygrocybe sp. 

Mycena spp. 


Agaric spp. Cont. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Slime mould Acyria nutans 


Chlorociboria aeruginascens Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Out and about 
Discovering Rodway 


...Valda Dedman 


magine Ferdinand Mueller hunched over his little microscope in in 1910 Some Wild Flowers of Tasmania, written for junior 


1890, looking at a tiny red flower sent to him from Tasmania. 
He could hardly believe his eyes. He diligently described it in 
detail. Stem flexuose, short, undivided, colourless; leaves few, 
scattered, rudimentary ... flower solitary ... calyx flesh-coloured, 
somewhat succulent, almost campanulate ... petals emanating 
from the top of the calyx-tube ... at the summit overlapping and 
there connate.... Length of stem to about three inches. Flower 
about 2/3 inch. Ripe fruit not obtained. (Mueller 1904) 


Mueller knew what genus it belonged to, but that usually referred 
to a plant from a warm climate, not one found in the leaf litter 
near the Derwent, Hobart. However, he knew the collector was 
reputable and he decided to name this new species after him. It 
became Thismia rodwayi. 


And who was Rodway? 


Leonard Rodway was a Hobart dentist and a naturalist, and a 
most distinguished one, too. He trained first as a midshipman in 
the British Navy, but gave away that career to study at the Royal 
College of Surgeons in London. In 1878 he migrated to 
Queensland, but soon settled in Hobart, Tasmania, where he 
remained until his death in 1936. He helped set up the first 
Tasmanian Dentists Act in 1884 and later became honorary 
dental surgeon at Hobart General Hospital. 


His intense interest in the natural world around him led him to 
look very carefully at things, especially the very small and 
cryptic—the plants and creatures hidden in the leaf litter. His 
family were often involved in helping him build up his collections, 
which are now housed in the Tasmanian herbarium, with 
duplicates in other museums, including Melbourne and Kew. He 
liked alpine areas, and claimed to have visited most of those in 
Tasmania, starting with Mt Wellington almost on his doorstep. He 
even has a mountain range named after him. At about 1353 m 
above sea level, Rodway Range is the fifth highest locality in 
Tasmania. It is located within the Mount Field National Park. 


Rodway was a great advocate for national parks and was a 

member of the Tasmanian National Park Board. He became an 
expert on Tasmanian plants, publishing The Tasmanian Flora in 
1903, which remained the standard reference for 40 years, and 


students and illustrated by his wife Olive Barnard. His two- 
volume work on Tasmanian bryophytes (1914-16) was also a 
significant work. From 1896 until 1932 he was Honorary . 
Tasmanian Botanist; in 1926 he became Honorary Curator of the 
Tasmanian Museum Herbarium. He lectured in botany at the 
University of Tasmania (1923-1929) and was a Trustee of the 
Tasmanian Museum and Botanic Gardens (1911-1923). He 
published extensively in the Papers & Proceedings of the Royal 
Society of Tasmania, which awarded him its medal. 


Fungi were another great interest and he soon became an expert 
in this field, discovering and describing many new species. He 
not only collected, he corresponded with experts such as Massee 
at Kew, McAlpine in Victoria and Cleland in South Australia, who 
confirmed his finds. 


Many species bear his name, but the only genus honouring him 
is not a plant, but a blind beetle! Rodway was definitely not blind 
and would have been aware of these beetles, which are 
extremely minute and easily overlooked. Some are found in leaf 
litter, many live as inquilines in ant nests (that is, they share the 
nest but are not part of the ant colony and probably feed on larval 
exudations). Rodwayia were first described by Arthur Lea in 
1907. Lea was the Tasmanian Government Entomologist, and 
published an article in the very first number of the Tasmanian 
Naturalist. In the Victorian Naturalist in 1910 Lea wrote: 
Tasmania has produced three species [of Rodwayia], and the 
nests of some species of ants, particularly Colobopsis gasseri 
and Polyrachis hexacantha are seldom without them; in a large 
nest of the latter species of ant sometimes thousands of 
specimens of R. ovata occur, hundreds being in sight at one 
time. (Lea 1910) 


The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club was formed in 1904 and 
Rodway was Chairman (President) in 1906 when the club held its 
campout at Wineglass Bay on the Freycinet Peninsula. Some 80 
people took part, including 12 children and. 24 women who were 
resplendent in long skirts and magnificent hats. 


Rodway published many articles in the Tasmanian Naturalist. 
Some early ones were on plant classification, the second being 


( Gont.) 
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... continued from previous page 


on ferns. How I would have liked Rodway beside me down near 
Wormbete Creek on our November club excursion to the 
Hoffmann property at Bambra. 


Thismia is not the only plant to be named after him. Some very 
interesting fungi also bear his name. Calostoma rodwayi also 
grows in leaf litter, but only in Myrtle Beech forest. It is one of the 
‘Prettymouth’ puffballs’, but hard to spot since only its pale brown 
head appears above the litter. Its outer layer flakes off so that it 
appears blistered, with an orange star-like mouth in the centre, 
that is covered with a sort of lobed blob until the fungus is 
mature. It does have a stem, up to 60 mm long and 20 mm in 
diameter, made up of interwoven gelatinous strands. Entoloma 
rodwayi starts off yellow-green, both stem and ribbed conical 
cap, but when it dries it becomes an intense blue-green. It is 
another cool temperate rainforest species. 


And then there are the truffles. In 1898 Rodway presented a 
paper on the Underground Fungi of Tasmania to the 7th Meeting 
of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science. 
The topic illustrates his fondness for looking below the surface. It 
included the newly described Hymenogaster rodwayi (now 
Austrogautieria rodwayi). By 1911 he had discovered 40 or 50 
new Hymenogaster species. Cystangium rodwayi (formerly 
Secotium rodwayi) are subterranean truffle-like fungi that may be 
eaten by marsupials such as the Long-nosed Potoroo or the 
Southern Bettong. 


More recently Rodway has been honoured in the names of newly 
described species. One of these is the Velvet Tussock-grass, 
Poa rodwayi, which has been recorded from Anglesea and 


Inverleigh, at Tarneit south of Melton (where the proposed ring 
railway is to go?) and even closer to home, on the Bellarine 
Peninsula. It is said to be intermediate between P. morrissii and 
P. sieberiana var. hirtella, with softly inrolled leaves. It often 
appears grey from the hairs on them. It is meant to be very hardy 
and drought tolerant. It is almost on my doorstep, but | know little 
about it. It was only described as a separate species in 1970, but 
that is no excuse for my ignorance. So | contacted Alex 
Shackleton at COGG who told me it was looking spectacular at 
Kingston Park at Ocean Grove. Unfortunately, time and the 
weather has been against me, and | still have not sighted it. 
Kingston Park has been somewhat neglected by the GFNC; the 
Club has tended to concentrate on the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve just across the road. There is a good chance that Poa 
rodwayi occurs in both reserves. 


Rodway was a man of tremendous energy, meticulous detail, 
great vision, but | will always think of him as the Leaf Litter Man. 
His old dental tools would have been especially useful for digging 
around tiny thismia or truffle-like fungi, scraping away the soil 
and discovering yet another hidden species. 


References: 
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What's up 


n 30 October this year, Marilyn and | joined other GFNC 

members at Barramunga in the Otways for the Thismia hunt. 
Marilyn, of course, wanted to spend an evening photographing 
moths in the rainforest. As night fell, we arrived at the Mait's Rest 
parking lot, right in the middle of a violent thunderstorm. A brilliant 
lightning display was playing overhead. We became worried that it 
might strike one of the nearby trees, but the storm eventually 
passed off to the south-east. However, the experience reminded 
us of a rare phenomenon we have never seen, and which is 
perhaps the most frightening of all: ball lightning. 


Records of ball lightning date back to 1636 when four people 
were killed by a fireball that destroyed a church in Devon, 
England, during a violent thunderstorm. However, because ball 
lighting is a rare phenomenon and usually recorded in anecdotal 
accounts, it has not been treated seriously until quite recently and 
still remains controversial. 


Ball lightning is most often reported to appear during 
thunderstorms and manifests as bright glowing balls of light 
15-60 cm across, sometimes emitting sparks, and occasionally 
accompanied by a sizzling or crackling sound. The fireballs can 
suddenly appear close to the ground and even inside buildings. 
There are well documented records of balls of light appearing 
inside planes in flight during thunderstorms. The balls vary in 
colour from orange to red and wander around slowly at random 
for many seconds. Most frightening of all, they sometimes 
disappear with a loud bang. They have been reported to cause 
damage or burns to objects when they touch them or explode, but 
most seem to dissipate harmlessly. There are historical reports of 
deaths from contact with ball lighting but, since it is very rare and 
most people run when they see the balls of light, there seem to be 
no recent records of fatalities from the phenomenon. 
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In his autobiography Green Mountains, Bernard O'Reilly recalled 
that during his time on the Lamington Plateau in Queensland, 
where violent thunderstorms were very common, he and his 
brothers were quite familiar with ball lightning. He described a 
tense period during one thunderstorm, '... fireballs drifting; at 
times they exploded and the red light which flooded the humpy 
brought with it a wave of heat,’ and also '... there is something 
indescribably horrible about ball lightning; it can hover around you 
for a minute, drifting lightly as thistle-down yet being potent as a 
ton of dynamite.’ This was probably an exaggeration since, 
despite his horror, he did not mention any personal or property 
damage caused by the fireballs. 


Ball lightning has been produced in the laboratory but there is a 
dispute about whether these simulations actually reflect what 
happens in nature. There have been, and remain, many different 
theories about the possible nature of ball lightning. Some seem 
plausible but others range from unlikely to ridiculous. Any useful 
theory must be able to account for the aeroplane reports. 


The internet has many reports of natural ball lightning and 
laboratory simulations, including pictures and videos. Some are 
more convincing than others. Interesting pictures can be found at: 
http://library.thinkquest.org/030ct/00758/en/disaster/lightning/ 
ball_lightning.jpg and http://internetservices.readingeagle.com/ 
blog/tullio/archives/Ball_Lightning01.jpg . A fascinating video of a 
laboratory experiment can be viewed at: http:// 
www.metacafe.com/watch/401413/ 


ball_lightning created_in_a laboratory very cool stuff/ (notice 
the totally inappropriate footwear for a high voltage experiment). 


Whatever the cause of ball lightning, it remains one natural 
phenomenon we would very much like to experience (from a safe 
distance). 


Butterfly report 


he tail-end of the not very spectacular Caper White migration 
was noted by Marilyn Hewish. Some years there are 
thousands passing through. 


Now we can look for more Forest Browns; we had only one 
record (2008) before this year, although they are not uncommon. 
They were formerly thought to be a subspecies of the Tasmanian 
Brown but are sufficiently different in wing shape, genitalia and 
presence of sex scales (the male has a large black triangular 
patch of them in the forewing) to be a separate species. In 1895 
Mr Edmund Jarvis of Macclesfield reported in the Victorian 
Naturalist (vol. 12, p. 96): The males ... seem to fly principally at 
midday, and are very fond of circling about the tops of tree-ferns; 
they may be captured by waiting at the foot of a fern whose head 
is within striking distance of the net. They rarely settle on the 
fronds, but seem to like fluttering and dancing around them, 
travelling from one frond to another until they have made the 
round of the fern head. When so engaged they apparently care 
little for repeated strokes of the net, and if narrowly missed will 
frequently continue their flight, and without appearing alarmed 
return again within reach of the net. Now we capture them 
digitally! 
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15/11/09 Hoffmann property 


Bambra. Also 1 on 16/11. 


McLeods Waterholes 
Stockyards, You Yangs 
Gum Flat 

Highton 


Kanglaang Rd near 
Kaang Quarry, Otway 
Ranges 


18/11/09 
21/10/09 
22/10/09 
25/10/09 
7/11/09 


Yellow Admiral 


8/11/09 
16/11/09 


Belmont 


Hoffmann property, 
Bambra 


Common Grass-blue 7/11/09 Kanglaang Rd near 
Kaang Quarry, Otway 


Ranges 


18/11/09 McLeods Waterholes 


...Valda ‘Dedman 


Forest Brown, Blanket Leaf Picnic Ground 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


TP 
MHe 
TP 


MHe, LPh, 
TP 


Drifting through in low numbers 


At low level in sunny patches, 
flying around olearia flowers, 
resting on ground, twigs and tree- 
fern fronds. (Photographed.) Many 
present on 7/11. 

(Photographed) 


Several 


1 11.00 a.m. 
Several 
1 


Several flying in forest 


Several 9.30 a.m. 
Several mid-afternoon 
1 11.00 a.m. 

1 

1 


Several 9.30 am 


Recorders: GMc Gordon McCarthy; JN John Newman; LPh Lorraine Phelan; MHe Marilyn Hewish; TP, Trevor Pescott; VWD 
Valda Dedman 
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Mammal report 
... Trevor Pescott, Mammal Study Group 


Mammal Atlas additions 
Platypus 25/09/09 1 Bacchus Marsh, swimming in the ‘junction pool’ where 


Myrniong Creek meets Werribee River. SQ 
Short-beaked Echidna 11/10/09 1 Meredith, walking beside the Midland Hwy near Green 
Tent Road. SQ 
White-footed Dunnart 20/10/09 4 Eumeralla, Anglesea, female with three pouch young. PHm 
White-footed Dunnart 22/10/09 1 Eumeralla, Anglesea, adult male. PHm 
Southern Brown Bandicoot 21/10/09 3 Eumeralla, Anglesea, female with two young ‘at heel’. 
PHm : o 
Koala 09/10/09 1 Meredith, asleep in tree in Primary School playground. WCo 
Common Brushtail Possum 18/10/09 1 Eureka Track, You Yangs, in burnt-out tree-stump at 
about one metre above the ground. EWt 
Common Brushtail Possum 27/10/09 1 Portarlington, Queenscliff-Portarlington Road. DR 
Common Ringtail Possum 17/11/09 2 Anglesea, disturbed when woody weeds and creeper 
removed. SQ 
Common Ringtail Possum 19/11/09 3 White Street, Belmont, three tails hanging out of a drey 
built in a huge melaleuca. CGr 
Water Rat 07/10/09 1 Lily Pond near Queens Park bridge, in Barwon River. SQ 
Red Fox 01/11/09 1 Barramunga Cabins. SSi 
Feral Cat 09/10/09 1 You Yangs, north.of Info Centre Car Park. EWt 
Brown Hare 25/10/09 1 Railway reserve, north of Little River. LPh 
Bottlenose Dolphin 16/08/09 1 1 km NE of Urquharts Bluff, Anglesea. PHm 


Observers: CGr Claire Greenwell; DR, Dave Rantall; EWt, Echidna Walkabout Tours (per Janine Duffy); LPh, Lorraine Phelan; 


eter Homan continues to provide valuable information from his trapping at 
Eumeralla; White-footed Dunnarts are uncommon, and are rarely caught, so the 
scout camp area and adjacent part of the Great Otway National Park must hold a 
significant population. 


Similarly, the regular trapping of Southern Brown Bandicoots suggests a healthy 
number is present. Peter even 'caught' one on his remote camera, well, a photograph at 
least! 


Stuart Quick's observation of the resident Water Rat in the Queens Park lily pond is 

particularly interesting: 
...swimming through the ‘Lily Pond' in an upstream direction. It swam directly 
towards and then disappeared into the Tangled Lignum just upstream of the 
fishing platform on the boardwalk. On its approach it was chased for 2 to 3 
metres by two Dusky Moorhens, until it reached the azolla spread. It dived under 
the first of the azolla and then ‘porpoised' through the next metre. Soon after it 
emerged briefly from the lignum, dived a couple of times slowly, | think it then 
Saw us as it dived very hurriedly and we did not see it again. We assumed it 
disappeared back into the lignum. 


Young Southern Brown Bandicoot. 
Photo: Peter Homan 


Can you help? 


he GFNC used to produce a monthly newsletter, called an We're also missing June 1977 (could be No. 138 or 139 as there 
Excursion News Sheet or Newsletter and The G.F.N.C. was double-up numbering here), No. 150 (June 1978) and No. 
Monthly News, as well as the Geelong Naturalist. There is a 159 (April 1979). 


project in train to copy them into digital format. 

Note: No. 329, July 1994 was the last of the Newsletter. August 
We are looking for copies of the newsletter published before No. 1994 became Issue 1 of The G.F.N.C. Monthly News. From May 
135 (February 1977), (excepting Sheet Numbers 38 (April 1968), 1996 (vol. 32, no. 1) the monthly news and the Geelong 
39 (May 1968), & 54 (September 1969).) If these sheets started Naturalist became a combined monthly magazine. 
by being numbered consecutively from day one then it is 


calculated that the first would have been published about If you have any old newsletters tucked away in a dark corner of 
November 1964. . the cupboard we would be delighted to see them. Please contact 
the Editor. 
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Mammal trapping 
Bambra, Hoffmann's property, 555 Bambra-—Aireys Inlet Road 
15—18 November 2009 


GPS 54 761641E, 574817N, alt. 212 m. DSE permit no.10005048 


he trapping was undertaken as part of the GFNC biodiversity 

study of the property. The traps were set along the well- 
vegetated valley running through the property. The habitat 
consisted of an open eucalypt canopy with dense shrub, fern and 
grass understorey. The creek was not running, however several 
substantial pools of water remained. 


Forty Elliott traps (30 small, 10 large) were set along the valley in 
a single meandering transect. 


Bait used: standard peanut butter, honey and oatmeal with 
some pistacchio oil added. 

Dates: traps set on 15 November 2009, and checked over 
the following three days. 

Results: nil catch over the 120 trap/nights. 


One PixController remote camera was employed for.a week from 
16 November, and although 34 photographs were taken, the only 
subject captured was a Black Wallaby. The other photos were 
the result of ‘false triggering’ perhaps by falling leaves or 
vegetation moving in the wind. 


Comments: this was a surprising result given the experience of 
previous trapping on the property and adjacent sites. In 
December 2003, 10 Bush Rats Rattus fuscipes were caught in 
87 trap/nights (Geelong Naturalist vol.39 no.9 Feb 2004) and in 
August 2004, 12 Bush Rats were caught in 87 trap/nights . 
(Geelong Naturalist vol. 40 no.6 October 2004). We have also 
trapped in the Peter's Hill and Paddy Swamp Road areas with 
success in capture of Bush Rats and two Antechinus species. 
So why there was no evidence of any small mammals is a 
mystery. 


... Trevor Pescott 


Fauna recorded: 

Echidna 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo—up to 10 were seen together. When 
collecting the traps on Wednesday morning, we found the 
hind-quarters of a kangaroo joey, barely out-of-pouch 
size, on a log. It had been dropped there by a predator or 
scavenger, but we were unable to decide whether that 
was a fox or a raptor. 

Black Wallaby—one photographed. 

Sugar Glider—a dead adult was found on the neighbouring 
property by Jennifer Morrow. 

Garden Skink—common. 

Southern Water Skink —several seen. 

Lowland Copperhead—two seen. One was photographed by 
Lorraine Phelan and Valda Dedman. It had caught a frog 
which shows in the photograph, but so far the species is 
not known. 

Common Froglet —a search of the dam where the snake was 
photographed was checked at night on 25/11/09, but the 
only amphibian heard calling was the Common Froglet. 
There were many tadpoles in the dam, but these were not 
identified to species. 


Note: a bird list is recorded separately. 
Thanks to Barry Lingham, Neil McInnes, Valda Dedman, Dave 


King and Daryl Hoffmann for their assistance in setting and 
checking the traps. 


GFNC excursion report 
Hoffmann's property, Bambra 
15 November 2009 


ur November excursion was to a delightful property owned 

by Daryl Hoffmann and Rose Humphries at Bambra, south 
of Paddy's Swamp. The property is approximately 160 
hectares—one third cleared for grazing and the remainder 
Messmate and Peppermint bush. The section we were in was 
logged over twenty years ago and has recovered very well, with 
lots of litter, ferns and small plants in a deep gully. 


The Wednesday prior to the excursion was very warm as we set 
out with Daryl to put pitfalls traps in place and get the lie of the 
land for the following Sunday. Rock pools along the gully still had 
some water, with some small fish in them, so we were hopeful of 
finding some interesting mammals. 


The hot weather during the week must have deterred some 
members from joining in on Sunday as our numbers were pretty 
low. In spite of this we were able to come up with good plant and 
bird lists, and we collected enough invertebrates to keep Dave 
busy for quite a while. Daryl mentioned that he had seen a Red- 
bellied snake some time ago near a small dam on the track into 
his house so of course we set out to see if it was still around. 
Instead we managed to find a Copperhead who must surely have 
been bemused by the strangers clustered around it— it was well- 
photographed. 


...Neil McInnes 


Many thanks to Rose and Daryl for their hospitality, access to 
their property and information. We hope to return soon as a few 
of us had a preview of another untouched gully that is full of ferns 
and also has some small rock caves with bats living in them. 


Ea 


Copperhead eating a frog, Bambra Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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Plant list, Hoffman's property, Bambra—Valda Dedman 


Acacia dealbata subsp. dealbata 


Acacia melanoxylon 


Acacia mucronata subsp. longifolia 


Acacia verniciflua 
Acacia verticillata 
Acaena novae-zelandiae 
Adiantum aethiopicum 
Aira praecox* 

Amyema pendula 
Arthropodium milleflorum 
Arthropodium strictum 
Asplenium flabellifolium 
Billardiera mutabilis 
Brunonia australis 
Burchardia umbellata 


Bursaria spinosa subsp. spinosa 


Caladenia carnea 
Calochilus robertsonii 
Cassinia aculeata 


Cassinia longifolia ` 
Centaurium erythraea* 
Chiloglottis valida 
Clematis aristata 
Coprosma quadrifida 
Cotula australis 
Cyathea australis 


Cynoglossum suaveolens 
Dianella brevicaulis 
Dichondra repens 


Drosera peltata subsp. auriculata- 
Eucalyptus globulus subsp. bicostata 
Eucalyptus radiata subsp. radiata 


Silver Wattle 
Blackwood 
Narrow-leaf Wattle 
Varnish Wattle 
Prickly Moses 
Bidgee-widgee 
Common Maidenhair 
Early Hair-grass* 
Drooping Mistletoe 
Pale Vanilla-lily 
Chocolate Lily 
Necklace Fern 
Common Apple-berry 
Blue Pincushion 
Milkmaids 

Sweet Bursaria 

Pink Fingers 

Purple Beard Orchid 
Common Cassinia (one 
with pink buds) 
Shiny Cassinia 
Common Centaury* 
Common Bird Orchid 
Mountain Clematis 
Prickly Currant-bush 
Common Cotula 
Rough Tree-fern 
Sweet Hound’s Tongue 
Coast Flax-lily 
Kidney-weed 

Pale Sundew 
Victorian Blue-gum 
Narrow-leaved 
Peppermint 


Euchiton involucratus 
Gahnia filum? 


Common Cudweed 


Geranium potentilloides var. potentilloides Soft Crane’s-bill 


Gonocarpus humilis 
Goodenia geniculata 
Goodenia ovata 
Helichrysum scorpioides 
Hydrocotyle hirta 
Hypericum gramineum 
Hypolepis muelleri 
Indigofera australis 
Lagenophora stipitata 


Lomanara filiformis subsp. coriacea 


Lomandra longifolia 
Microseris sp. 3 

Oxalis exilis 
Pelargonium australe 
Plantago varia 

Poa labillardierei 

Poa morrisii 

Pteridium esculentum 
Ranunculus lappaceus 
Rubus parvifolius 
Rubus sp.*" 

Senecio hispidulus 
Stackhousia monogyna 
Stellaria flaccida 
Stellaria pungens 
Tetrarrhena juncea 
Thysanotus patersonii 
Viola hederacea 
Wahlenbergia gracilenta 
Wahlenbergia gracilis 


Birds noted at Hoffman's property, Bambra—Barry Lingham 


Long-billed Corella 
Crimson Rosella 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 


Laughing Kookaburra 


several individuals flying overhead 
along creek. 

several pairs seen along entrance 
track. 

calling near the entrance track. 
calling near the creek area. 

seen near the creek and heard at 
several spots. 

one on border of forest and 
grassland. 


White-throated Treecreeper many heard. 


Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Striated Thornbill 

Brown Thornbill 


Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 


many heard. 

heard and seen along creek area. 
small groups in Blackwoods. 
several noted, mainly in scrub near 
the creek. 

heard in two places. 

heard in several places. 
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Eastern Spinebill - 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Olive-backed Oriole 
Australian Magpie 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Currawong 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 


Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Forest Raven 


Welcome Swallow 
Australasian Pipit 


European Greenfinch 


Shade Raspwort 
Bent Goodenia 

Hop Goodenia 

Button Everlasting 
Hairy Pennywort 
Small St John’s Wort 
Harsh Ground-fern 
Austral Indigo 

Blue Bottle-daisy 
Wattle Mat-rush 
Spiny-headed Mat-rush 
Yam Daisy 
Wood-sorrel 

Austral Stork’s-bill 
Variable Plantain 
Common Tussock Grass 
Velvet Tussock Grass 
Austral Bracken 
Australian Buttercup 
Small-leaf Bramble 
Blackberry* 

Rough Fireweed 
Creamy Candles 
Forest Starwort 
Prickly Starwort 
Forest Wire-grass 
Twining Fringe Lily 
_lvy-leaved Violet 
Hairy Annual Bluebell 
Sprawling Bluebell 


one seen near the creek. 

3+ heard calling. 

one calling near the entrance gate. 
several calling loudly. 

two calling in drier sections. 
several in grassy areas. 

a few calling. 

one heard near the entrance gate 
a few along the creek area. 

a pair with 4 nestlings on veranda of 
the house. 

one calling 

several heard on the edge of the 
forest area. 

many near the house dam. 

one perched on fence near the 
house. 

two near the house. 


Seen on the Hoffman property: 


L. Calochilus robertsonii Purple 
Beard Orchid 

R. A Damselfly on a dam on the 
Hoffman property, a male /schnura 
aurora. 

Photos: Lorraine Phelan 


Reptile and amphibian report 
... Trevor Pescott 


bout 65 separate sightings have been reported over the last The following are a sample of the sightings; my apologies for 
month or so, a wonderful result. They have all been logged having to limit the number for the sake of space! 

on a 'Herp register’ which has grown by two species—Murray 

River Short-necked Turtle and Coventry's Skink—as a result. 


Murray River Short-necked Turtle 28/10/09 
Eastern Three-lined Skink 21/10/09 
Garden Skink 01/11/09 
Coventry's Skink 29/09/09 
McCoy's Skink 02/11/09 
Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 25/10/09 
Bluetongue Lizard sp. 24/10/09 
Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard) 29/09/09 
Lowland Copperhead 16/11/09 
Mainland Tiger Snake 21/09/09 


McLeods Waterholes, Drysdale. GMc 
Eumeralla, Anglesea. PHm 
Barwon Downs. LPh 
About 3 km SW of Lorne, Otway Ranges. PHm 

Gay Street, Lorne. PHm 
Eclipse Creek, Brisbane Ranges. WCo, CCo 
Vickerys Road, Bellbrae. AW, PWa 
O'Donohues Road, Anglesea. AW, PWa 
Hoffmann's property, Bambra. (photo. p. 7) GFNC 
Bellbrae, poised to strike! AW 
Mainland Tiger Snake 02/11/09 Roslyn Road, Belmont. KBs 
Southern Brown Tree Frog 26/10/09 Eumeralla, Anglesea. PHm 
Pobblebonk Frog 24/09/09 Wensleydale, calling at night. MHe, DHe 
Pobblebonk Frog 21/10/09 Eumeralla, Anglesea. PHm 
Pobblebonk Frog 11/10/09 Balyang Sanctuary, calling during day. SQ 
Pobblebonk Frog 15/09/09 McLeods Waterholes, Lake Lorne, Drysdale. GMc 
Spotted Marsh Frog 15/09/09 McLeods Waterholes, Lake Lorne, Drysdale. GMc 
Common Froglet 24/09/09 Wensleydale, calling at night. MHe, DHe 


hm a a |S |= Sm S| SS eS 


= 


Observers: AW, Alison Watson; CCo, Colin Cook; DHe, Dean Hewish; GFNC Geelong Field Naturalists Club excursion; GMc, 
Gordon McCarthy; KBs Kester Baines; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; PHm, Peter Homan; PWa, Phil Watson; SQ 
Stuart Quick; WCo, Wendy Cook 


The Murray River Short-necked Turtle is not native to this part of Garden Skink, probably the commonest and most widely. 


Victoria, but as a popular 'pet' many have been brought to distributed local reptile. 

Melbourne and Geelong, often illegally. Some manage to 

escape, or are dumped when they are no longer wanted, and Coventry's Skink and McCoys Skink are, by contrast, two of the 

seem able to survive in this cooler climate although whether they least known of the reptiles found in the Geelong area. Both occur 

are able to breed here seems problematic. They are summer- in the Otway forests. 

breeders, laying eggs in a burrow. The other turtle, the Eastern 

Snake-necked is also found around Geelong, and there are Bluetongue Lizards have caused some confusion, with several 

records of that species breeding here. specimens being (almost) uniformly black, and the underlying 
pattern indistinct. This seems to be more apparent with small 

Peter Homan regularly undertakes fauna surveys at the individuals. But others are well marked, notably the Blotched 

Eumeralla Scout Camp and the adjacent parts of the Great Bluetongue Lizard from Cook's property near Meredith. 


Otway National Park, with students from several colleges. By 

using both pitfall and funnel traps, he is able to catch reptiles as | Snakes have been conspicuous in the last month or so, with 

well as mammals—since our new trapping permit allows us todo many sightings of both Mainland Tiger and Lowland Copperhead 
likewise, we should expand our knowledge of reptile distribution recorded. While copperheads are relatively docile when they are 
over the summer. The Eastern three-lined Skink is one species encountered, not so the tigers. The one recorded by Alison 

that is relatively abundant in the heathy woodlands, as is the Watson was in an aggressive mood, while a snake of unrecorded 
species, but probably a tiger, bit one of the volunteers working on 
the wetlands projects along the Barwon River. As a result he 
spent several days in hospital. Several tigers had been seen 
along the river valley. 


The most bizarre of all sightings was made by Kester Baines. A 
Tiger Snake was seen by his next-door neighbour moving along 
the top rail of the paling fence beside his home at 117 Roslyn 
Road in central Belmont. It came down onto the ground where it 
was later captured by a licensed snake-catcher and released well 
down the river. How it came to be in that part of Belmont is a 
mystery! 


Pobblebonk Frogs seem to have found their (collective) voice 
with a number of reports from Newtown, Drysdale, Wensleydale 
and Anglesea. By contrast, there are fewer calls of Common 
Froglets reported now than earlier in the year. 


Blotched Blue-tongue Lizard Photo: Colin Cook 


Ne 
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The Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) captive breeding facility 
at Healesville Sanctuary, Victoria 


he new Orange-bellied 

Parrot breeding complex 
at Healesville Sanctuary has 
received much interest from 
those involved with the 
monitoring of and habitat 
restoration for wild OBPs. Key 
members of the Healesville 
Sanctuary staff were keen to 
offer a small number of people, 
from the OBP Recovery team, 
the opportunity to visit this 
purpose built 'state of the art' 
facility. Craig’s keen interest 
inspired this article about the 
wonderful new facility which is 
located in a secluded and quiet 
part of the sanctuary away 
from the general admission 
areas. 


enclosures. 


The main objective of the new facility is to provide for better heat, 
disease and disturbance management in an effort to improve the 
captive breeding success of this critically endangered parrot 
species. Birds were introduced to the complex in late August 
2009. The complex comprises two buildings, each containing 10 
separate enclosures, with the ability to house one pair per 
enclosure (figure 1). The pairings are based on genetics and a 
‘stud book' is very carefully checked by the captive coordinator 
before a male and female are put together in one of these 
enclosures. The birds are then closely monitored by keepers and 
birds are managed to ensure they reach their full reproductive 
potential and maintain, if not increase, the genetic diversity of the 
captive population. Older birds may be retired from breeding stock 
and placed in aviaries on display to the general public (figure 2). 


Solar Passive and Climate Control 
Much thought has gone into the conceptualisation and design of 
this facility to maximise both its husbandry benefits and 
environmental credentials. Recognising that 
climate change is a potential threat to OBPs, 
by destruction of their habitat, Healesville 
Sanctuary has endeavoured to make the 
building as solar passive and environmentally 
friendly as possible. The aviaries are 
orientated to ensure that winter sunshine 
enters, while hot summer sun is excluded 
and skylights and vents ensure indirect 
lighting and sufficient cooling and ventilation. 
Overheating can often be a problem in 
breeding facilities for birds, and a dual- 
purpose service corridor, that runs the length 
of the southern side of the building, serves to 
provide thermal mass for the building. A 
major departure from conventional aviary 
design is that the nest boxes are situated 
within this cool corridor with a natural spout 
entrance through the wall into the flight 
space. Each corridor is fitted with air- 
conditioning that ensures temperatures in 
nests do not exceed a tolerable threshold. A 
misting system along the front of each facility 
provides evaporative cooling for adult birds 
during hot days. 
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Figure 1. One of the captive breeding aviaries with ten individual 


Figure 2. An older male that has been 
taken from the breeding group and 
placed on view in the public admissions 
area. 


. 1 . 2 

...Craig Morley and Kristy Penrose 
1.Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Working Group Coordinator 
2.Healesville Sanctuary, Keeper Australian Conservation Programs 


Disease prevention 
Aviaries are constructed to 
enable the hinged front panel of 
each enclosure to be fully 
opened for periodic complete 
change-over of aviary 
substrate. While this was done 
previously, in the new facilities 
it can now be achieved far more 
efficiently and with a more 
hygienic final result. The less 
obvious detail of how aviaries 
are assembled to minimise 
accumulation of faeces and 
other debris is also important. 
Combined, these features all 
ensure more effective and 
complete cleaning and disease 
control. A solid roof on each 
building is also designed to minimise the possibility of disease 
transmission from wild birds in the area. 


Video surveillance is watching the Orange-bellied Parrots 
Features which ensure minimal disturbance to the birds have 
been designed and built into the aviaries. The service area, at the 
rear of the aviaries, is completely airtight. Water flow to the drink 
bowls and fountains can be controlled from one external master 
tap. Food is provided through a chute/trap door arrangement to 
each aviary from the service area at the rear (figure 3). A closed 
circuit camera is fitted in each one of the nest boxes (figure 4), 
one per enclosure, 10 per building. The video footage from these 
cameras can be monitored on a (remote) computer screen 
(figure 5) in a separate room at the end of the aviary. The system 
is set to monitor and record periods of activity inside the nest- 
boxes and the images can be stored for retrieval and reviewed 
later, so there is no necessity for 'real time' viewing. Footage 
captured by each camera will enable keepers to ensure that eggs 
are being incubated and nestlings are well tended. This level of 
monitoring of the activity of the birds in each nest-box, with 
minimal disturbance, will help with 
determining egg-laying dates and fledging 
times and will provide greater insight into 
length of incubation, length of nestling period, 
feeding rates and quality of parental care, etc. 
This is the first time that cameras have been 
placed in OBP nest-boxes, so new aspects of 
breeding behaviour may be observed that 
may warrant closer observation in the future. 


Acclimatisation to the wild 

Once independent of their parents, immature 
birds are flocked in larger aviaries prior to 
transport to Tasmania for hard release. This 
flocking period is important for the birds to 
develop social bonds, exercise in a larger 
space to build condition and gain exposure to, 
and recognition of, wild food plants. Another 
recent innovation is the enrichment garden 
where important summer and winter OBP 
food plants are being propagated. Four 
coastal Victorian salt marsh plant species are 
currently grown in the nursery: Shrubby 
Glasswort, Beaded Glasswort, Bidgee-widgee 
and Southern Sea-heath. Each of these 


< 
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Figure 3. Kirsty demonstrates the food delivery system 
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Figure 4. Nest box on the back wall of each enclosure, with the camera 
on left at the end of the cord. 


species is known to be an OBP food plant on their wintering 
grounds in mainland Australia. These plants are grown in pots 
(figure 6) and will be placed in the enclosures, on a rotation, for 
the young birds to 'learn' about the food plants that will be a 
critical part of their environment upon release. 


On release day, the birds are transported to the site, the transport 
box doors are opened and the birds simply fly away. Staff and 
volunteers provide supplementary food at a feed station situated 
at the release site which encourages the newly released birds to 
stay in the area and allows the band combinations of birds visiting 
the station to be observed. 


Figure 5. Monitor screen in an adjoining room with graphic showing 
bird activity against the 24-hour clock (at the end of the finger). 


SS 
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Figure 6. Coastal saltmarsh plants being propagated in a nearby 
enclosure. 


Since 1995, 230 birds bred at Healesville, have been released to 
wild. Other captive bred birds are supplied to and exchanged with 
the Taroona (Tasmania) and Adelaide (S.A.) facilities to maintain 
and increase genetic diversity in captive populations. This year 
twelve Healesville bred birds were released, on the 14 October, at 
Birch’s Inlet, south west Tasmania. 
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Photographs: Craig Morley 
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Batesford and its birds from 1838 to 2009—Rob Ganly 
Bird Group Meeting, 19 November 2009 


ob Ganly has spent considerable time surveying the birds of 

the Batesford district west of Geelong. At the November 
meeting, he gave a summary of his experiences and research 
into the history of the district. 


Batesford lies approximately nine kilometres west of the Geelong 
GPO and consists of land around the Moorabool River and its 
river flats. It includes some remnant woodland, but is mostly 
meadowland, both natural and cleared. A large part of the area is 
occupied by the Lilydale Estate and the Geelong Cement Works 
limestone quarry. A granite outcrop, the Dog Rocks, has 
vegetation similar to the You Yangs. Most of Batesford is private 
property but along the Moorabool River there is a short public 
walk, which is planned to be extended into Geelong. The district 
contains the most significant stand of Drooping Sheoaks in 
Victoria but the whole area is plagued by Boneseed infestation 
and overgrowth with Kunzea. The recent drought has reduced 
the Moorabool River to a series of small waterholes and many 
farmers’ dams are dry, probably adversely affecting bird 
populations. Because most of the land is private property, Rob 
contacted the owners and obtained permission to carry out 
regular bird surveys. 


The district has a long history of settlement. The first European 
settlers were Cowie and Stead, who landed at Cowie's Creek in 
March 1836 and followed the creek westward to settle on land by 
the Moorabool River. They named their property ‘Bellpost Hill 
Station’. In 1839, the Port Phillip Association unlawfully 
purchased the area and evicted squatters occupying the land. 
The land was subsequently transferred to Mercer and Leamonth. 
The Bates brothers, from which the name of the district is 
derived, moved from the You Yangs area to settle in Batesford 
but the state was suffering from a drought at the time and they 
were unable to make a living. They moved back to their original 
property after two years. The Hope family later purchased much 
of the land and there was an influx of fruit growers, who altered 
the patterns of land usage and possibly also the bird populations. 


With the discovery of gold at Ballarat, the district became the 
major route from the port of Geelong to the goldfields. A small 
gold rush in the Batesford area occurred when some gold was 
found in the vicinity of the Dog Rocks in the late 1880s, but it 
became clear that the single gold nugget had been lost by a 
miner returning from Ballarat. The ford on the Moorabool River 
became a major thoroughfare during this period. In 1851, fifteen 
hotels at Batesford accommodated the flood of travellers and the 
small township Eureka was established at Gheringhap. The 
Moorabool viaduct bridge was built for the railway line to Ballarat 
in the mid 1800s. A small township grew up near the viaduct and 
probably resulted in extensive land clearing nearby. The bridge 
stands to this day, and is famous among rail enthusiasts. 


The recorded history of bird-watching in the district starts in 
1891, when the brother of Charles Belcher purchased 208 acres 
(84 hectares) of land as a weekend retreat. Early BOCA and 
GFNC visits to the Belcher's property were very well attended 
and were recorded in The Bird Observer. 


The discovery of limestone deposits on land surrounding the 
Moorabool River led to the establishment of a quarry in 1888. 
The Moorabool River was diverted twice to allow extension of the 
quarry. The quarry now contains a small, slightly saline wetland 
fed by underground springs. This seasonally supports a good 
population of waterbirds. Overburden removed from the quarry 
has been deposited over a considerable area and this has 
destroyed vegetation and bird habitats. 
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Early bird records from the district are difficult of obtain, but those 
that are available list species no longer seen in the Geelong 
area. These include Emu, Plains-wanderer, Australian Bustard, 
Grey-crowned Babbler and Spotted Nightjar (1889). Eastern Barn 
Owl and Black-shouldered Kite ‘plagues’ in 1887 were 
noteworthy events, probably in response to a mouse plague. 
Naturally many early records have been lost, but Rob has 
managed to locate bird listings in The Wombat from 1897 until 
1904. These records add Mistletoebird, Southern Whiteface, 
Little Wattlebird (recorded nesting in the Brisbane Ranges area), 
Rainbow Bee-eater (breeding), Red Wattlebird (breeding), 
Regent Honeyeater (in 1896) and ‘Rufous-fronted Flycatcher’ in 
1897, most likely a Rufous Fantail. Mistletoebirds were recorded 
by Belcher in 1903 in Casuarina woodland. However, mistletoe 
has declined in the district and only a few examples of Common 
and Harlequin Mistletoe were recorded in a 1965 report. Rob has 
not seen either mistletoe or Mistletoebirds in the district in the 
last nine years. Belcher's 1914 book on Geelong birds records 
four species no longer seen at Batesford. These are Australian 
Owlet-nightjar, Spotted Nightjar, Brown Songlark and Southern 
Whiteface. 


The 1967 Lilydale census carried out by the GFNC recorded a 
total of 130 species in the Batesford district, including 51 resident 
species, 46 occasional visitors, 23 migrants and 10 rare species. 
During his extensive research, Rob has managed to locate the 
following records of birds from Batesford (the numbers in 
brackets are the tally of species from each report): in 1870, egg 
specimens in the Melbourne Museum; in 1914, Charles F. 
Belcher's book (37); in 1911, Geelong Naturalist (40); in 1955, 
Geelong Advertiser (69); in 1956, Bird Observer's Club (BOCA) 
(55); in 1962, BOCA (58); in 1965, BOCA (61); in 1966, BOCA/ 
GFNC (65); in 1967, BOCA/GFNC (54); in 1967, ‘Lilydale 

book’ (128); in 1969, BOCA/GFNC (63); in 1977, BOCA/GFNC 
(54); in 1980, GFNC (38); in 1983, Trevor Pescott’s book Birds of 
Geelong (131); and in 2009, various records (156). Rob's 
personal list for the district contains 149 species. The overall 
species total for the district is 184, which includes some species 
now extinct in the Geelong area. 


Species seen in the area by various bird-watchers since 2000, 
but not recorded by Rob, are Spotted Harrier, Silver Gull, Pacific 
Gull, Brush Bronzewing, Tawny Frogmouth, Jacky Winter and 
Grey Currawong. Since the publication of Trevor Pescott's book 
in 1983, a number of species have become more common near 
Batesford. These are Australian Shelduck, Pacific Black Duck, 
Little Pied Cormorant, Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis, 
Wedge-tailed Eagle, Little Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Spotless 
Crake, Spotted Dove, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Musk Lorikeet, 
Little Lorikeet, Crimson Rosella, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, Noisy 
Miner, Eastern Yellow Robin, White-winged Triller, Pied 
Currawong, Golden-headed Cisticola and European Greenfinch. 


Other significant birds seen since 2000 are Pink-eared Duck, 
Australasian Darter, Grey Falcon (sighted by Rob), Azure 
Kingfisher, Brown Treecreeper (since the Brisbane Ranges fire), 
Little Wattlebird, White-eared Honeyeater, Powerful Owl, Grey 
Butcherbird, Magpie Goose, Song Thrush and Rufous Fantail. 
However, the following species have not been seen since mid 
2006: Magpie Goose, White-necked Heron, Royal Spoonbill, 
Spotted Harrier, Banded Lapwing, Silver Gull, Pacific Gull, 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo, Gang-gang Cockatoo, Blue-winged 
Parrot, Azure Kingfisher, White-eared Honeyeater, Eastern 
Spinebill, Jacky Winter, Scarlet Robin, Pink Robin, Varied Sittella, 
Restless Flycatcher, Olive-backed Oriole, Grey Butcherbird, 
White-winged Chough and Song Thrush. 


There are many similarities between the flora and fauna of the 98 in autumn, 99 in winter, and 113 in spring. Seventy-three 
Batesford area and the You Yangs, particularly among the species were recorded in all four seasons. The surveys 

birds, if waders and vagrants are discounted. However, the You Covered 5 private properties, the public walkway, the viaduct 
Yangs cover mere than twenty tims the area of Batsford and res 6 Aiton I te pubic rong. efor hes mae 
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Diamond Firetail, Speckled Warbler, Black-chinned 


Honeyeater, Zebra Finch, Southern Whiteface and Rose Rob finished the interesting account of his research and 

Robin. A flock of White-winged Choughs was resident at explorations at Batesford with a few of his own photographs of 

Batesford until quite recently but suddenly disappeared. Ine local orgs; including pictures of breeding raptors and 
waterbirds. 

To summarise Rob's 48 bird surveys at Batesford, he recorded Eee 

a total of 149 species, of which 112 were recorded in summer, ree 


Plant group 
...Dick Southcombe 


lants discussed at our November meeting included Poa 

labillardierei, Vittadinia sp., Derwentia perfoliata, Podolepis 
jaceoides, Wahlenbergia sp., Dianella longifolia, Thomasia 
petalocalyx, Lomandra longifolia, Pultenaea daphnoides. 


Of the nine plants, eight were from different families. Thomasia 
petalocalyx Paper Flower and Lomanara longifolia Spiny-headed 
Mat-rush were especially interesting when viewed 
microscopically; the session was lively and intense. Access to 
the various libraries was a great help. 


Picnic tea 


Our end of year excursion and picnic tea will be held at Balyang 
Sanctuary under the Red Gums—a stroll through the plantings 
along the Barwon River will be a fine finish to the year's activities. 


.00 p.m. at the car park on 8 D EPS SRT E EEE 
Meet at 4.00 p P cempe; Vittadinia gracilis, Long Forest, October 2009. Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Plant List, Delaney Rd (two areas), Otway ranges 
...Lorraine Phelan & Rosalind Smallwood 


S everal GFNC members of the GOTH team (see page 1) forest, on the north side of the Otway Range, that had been burnt 
stopped and surveyed some roadside vegetation beside within the previous twelve months. 

Delaney Rd near Barwon Downs, just because it looked 

interesting. We found a lot of plants regenerating and flowering, insects and 


spiders were quite abundant and we also found a Garden Skink. 
We had been looking for the Fairy Lanterns ina damp, dark and Of interest was a little Bird's-nest Fungus Nidula emodensis (see 
ferny forest. In contrast this area was a sandy and dry open p.17). It was a delightful finish to the weekend. 


Acacia suaveolens Sweet Wattle Hypericum gramineum Small St John’s Wort 
Acaena novae-zelandiae Bidgee-widgee Lagenophora sp. Bottle Daisy 

Amperea xiphoclada var. xiphoclada Broom Spurge Leptospermum continentale Prickly Tea-tree 
Amyema pendula Drooping mistletoe Lobelia pedunculata Matted Pratia 
Arthropodium strictum Chocolate Lily Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat-rush (m. and f. plants) 
Banksia marginata Silver Banksia Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush 
Billardiera scandens Common Apple-berry Luzula meridionalis Luzula 

Brunonia australis Blue Pincushion Olearia erubescens Moth Daisy-bush 
Burchardia umbellata Milkmaids Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower 
Caladenia carnea Pink Fingers Poranthera microphylla Small Poranthera 
Chiloglottis valida Large Bird Orchid Pultenaea daphnoides Large-leaved Bush Pea 
Clematis aristata Mountain Clematis Senecio sp. Fireweed 

Comesperma volubile Love Creeper Stackhousia monogyna Creamy Candles 
Craspedia variabilis Billy-buttons Stellaria flaccida (?) Star-wort 

Dianella tasmanica Tasman Flax-lily Stylidium graminifolium Grass Triggerplant 
Drosera peltata Pale Sundew Tetratheca ciliata Pink Bells 

Epacris impressa Common Heath (red form) Viminaria juncea Golden Spray 

Euchiton involucratus Common Cudweed Viola hederacea Native Violet (mauve/white and 
Gonocarpus tetragynus Common Raspwort : white forms) 

Goodenia geniculata Bent Goodenia Wahlenbergia sp. Austral Bluebell 
Goodenia lanata Trailing Goodenia Wurmbea dioica Early Nancy 


Helichrysum scorpioides Button Everlasting 


Xanthorrhoea australis Austral Grass-tree 
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Rambling on 
A Peregrine puzzle solved 


H istorical research can be both fascinating and frustrating. 


When I was collecting information for the Long Forest book, | 
found an article by Charles Brittlebank from 1899 entitled Birds of 
Myrniong and surrounding districts (The Victorian Naturalist). 
Myrniong is a small town near Dunbar, the Brittlebank property, 
which overlooked Werribee Gorge. In the bird list, Peregrine 
Falcons were noted as breeding. As Werribee Gorge is now 
famous for its nesting Peregrines, | at first assumed he was 
writing about this location. However | had no proof as the bird list 
covered a wide area, including other places where Peregrines 
currently nest. | needed to track back through the literature. 


My earliest personal record of Peregrines nesting in the gorge 
was on 18 October 1984, when | was invited by Bill Emison to 
watch abseilers descend to a nest on a cliff ledge to check for 
eggs or chicks. This was part of a long-term study of Victorian 
Peregrine Falcons. The journal Emu, Volume 80, Number 5, was 
devoted to the study, and | learned that work began in 1975 
(Pruett-Jones et al. 1980). When Bryan Walsh, a ranger in the 
newly declared Werribee Gorge State Park, published his 
detailed observations of a nesting attempt in 1976 (Walsh 1978), 
he stated that “Peregrine Falcons ... had nested or attempted to 
nest in the Park for many years.” 


Further back, a reliable standby is the series Notes on Migrants, 
later to become Bird Notes, which ran from the 1940s to the 
1970s in The Bird Observer. | found one reference to Peregrine 
Falcons breeding in Werribee Gorge, on 14 September 1963 
(Wheeler 1964), and a page by page search through other issues 
of this magazine led me to a BOCA excursion report from 24 
September 1960 recording Peregrines nesting in a cave at 
Falcon’s Lookout (Anon 1960). 


In the files of the Friends of Werribee Gorge and Long Forest 
Mallee, | found an article by Graham Pizzey in Wildlife in 1964. 
He described building a 30-foot tower to photograph Wedge- 
tailed Eagles nesting in the gorge. At the end of the article he 
mentioned how a Peregrine in the gorge stooped at an Eagle 'as 
he always did when they passed his nesting cliff. He gave no 
dates, but described the experience as happening ‘nearly ten 
years ago’. That makes it in the mid 1950s. A BOCA excursion 
report mentioned Peregrine Falcons flying over the river valley on 
26 October 1952 (Mitchell 1953). It wasn’t a breeding record but 
at least the birds were there. 


| haven't described my progress in strict order of discovery. 
Naturally the first sources | checked were A.J. Campbells’ book, 
Nests and Eggs of Australian Birds (1900) and The Victorian 
Naturalist from the late 1800s and early 1900s. | knew that the 
Brittlebank brothers of Werribee Gorge had provided Campbell 
with many of his records and egg specimens for the book, and 
that the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria made many visits to the 
gorge at that time and published excursion reports (1890-1913). 
In those references, there was not a single mention of Peregrine 
Falcons being present, let alone breeding. 


At that point | was stuck in the 1950s. However, although | had 
no solid evidence of earlier nesting, several comments in the 
early references rang alarm bells. A rocky prominence in the 
gorge was known as Falcon’s Lookout as early as 1891 
(Campbell 1891). Falcon’s Lookout is now a regular perching and 

„nesting site for the park’s Peregrine Falcons. In 1913, A.L. Scott 
wrote that there were prominent white markings, probably bird 
droppings, on a cliff near a horizontal cleft and opposite Full View 
Point. The cliff is Daintree’s Cliff and nowadays we still see 
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whitewash there, under Peregrine Falcon perching and nesting 
sites. Some early Australian Hobby records may have referred to 
Peregrine Falcons. In A.J. Campbell’s book, the Brittlebanks 
reported that the Australian Hobby “loves such wild rocky 
situations as the Werribee Gorge” for breeding and that one flew 
in at great speed to break the wing of a White-faced Heron in 
flight. Rocky breeding sites are typical of Peregrine Falcons 
rather than Hobbies, and Peregrines are more likely than 


‘Hobbies to attack large prey such as White-faced Herons 


(Marchant and Higgins 1993). 


The breakthrough came when the family of the late Len Harvey, 
a leading local bird-watcher, gave the Friends Group a computer 
file of his bird notes from 1940 to 1974, so that Bob Reid and | 
could edit them for publication. Len Harvey had contact with Tom 
Lidgett who lived on the Lidgett property beside Werribee Gorge 
in the late 1800s. Here are the references | found to Peregrine 
Falcons in the notes: 


Tom Lidgett told me that to his knowledge, (Peregrine) Falcons 
nested on the Werribee Gorge cliff in 1880. 
At Werribee Gorge, they (Peregrine Falcons) nest annually in 
October-November (1940-1974) on a cliff face, a dangerous 
and difficult nest to get to. The rocks and cliff face of rotting 
stone fall easily and in huge lumps if touched in some places. 
Eastern Spinebills had a nest with 2 eggs near a Peregrine 
Falcon eyrie at Werribee Gorge, 8 October 1947. 
Graham Pizzey built a tower in the mid 1950s to record a . 
remarkable series of photos (of Wedge-tailed Eagles) in this 
beautiful wild grandeur with Peregrine Falcons nesting in 
background cliffs. 
Driving by car to work at Ingliston early one morning, | saw a 
Peregrine Falcon dive onto a flying Blue Crane (White-faced 
Heron) and knock it to the ground. 


It seems that Peregrine Falcons have nested in Werribee Gorge, 
probably annually or in most years, from the late 1800s to the 
present, a period of more than a century. Clearly several different 
birds have been involved over the years and it would be 
interesting to know whether the successive pairs were part of a 
family line. Similarly at Point Addis on the south coast, Peregrine 
Falcons have nested from at least as far back as 1904 to the 
present (Belcher 1914). It seems they are birds of habit, and this 
may reflect their fussy nesting preferences and the scarcity of 
suitable sites in our region. In Australia, Peregrines also nest in 
tree hollows and old raptor nests (Marchant and Higgins 1993), 
but the cliff sites at Werribee Gorge and Point Addis probably 
represent the ultimate in up-market real estate. They will 
probably be occupied for as long as there are still Peregrine 
Falcons around to covet them. 
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This is my last regular column in the 'Rambling On' series, 
although | might still contribute an occasional one in the future. 
I'd like to thank Lorraine Phelan for offering me the opportunity to 
stand on my soap-box and also everyone who has given me 
feed-back on particular instalments. The natural world is a 
constant source of wonder and inspiration for me and it's been 
fun sharing it with you all. 


Marilyn Hewish 


[On behalf of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club | would like to 
thank Marilyn for her contribution—she has written 31 'Rambling 
On' columns and each one has been entertaining and 
informative. We look forward to the ‘occasional’ articles. Editor] 


Bittern survey, Reedy Lake 


he Birds Australia Atlas Program has helped highlight the 

plight of some Australian birds. One such bird group is the 
bittern, particularly the Australasian and the Australian Little. It 
has been estimated that there remains a maximum of only 2500 
Australasian Bitterns in Australia; this figure quite probably is an 
overestimate. 


As a consequence of these findings, Birds Australia has initiated 
Australia-wide surveys to determine the locations and numbers 
of these rare and fascinating birds. The results have been 
depressing with last year's (08/09) summer count recording a 
total of 87 Australasian Bitterns, less than four per cent of the 
previous Australian estimate. 


The Geelong district surveys have been organised by Trevor 
Pescott, at Reedy Lake, possibly the last remaining stronghold of 
the species in the area. The drought conditions throughout the 
state have attracted many waterbirds to Reedy Lake. It is 
believed that this is not necessarily the case with the 
Australasian Bittern as it appears to be a permanent resident 
species. Up to seven birds have been individually flushed in the 
one day and it has been regularly recorded in all months. 


Nests of the species are rarely found. This is probably due to its 
secretiveness and its liking for dense habitat. It is believed that 
the bird (probably the male) only calls during the breeding 
season and/or when actually nesting. With this assumption in 
mind, Birds Australia called for night monitoring of likely 
wetlands. Trevor Pescott, on behalf of the GFNC, took up the 
challenge and for the past two seasons has organised evening 
surveys at Reedy Lake. 


On October 1st 2009 with the approval of Parks Victoria, he 
strategically stationed groups around the perimeter of Reedy 
Lake. Groups were led by experienced bird watchers and willing 
assistants, all providing company and an extra set of ‘ears.’ They 
arrived well before dusk and departed at approximately 1100 
hours. The night was mainly fine, calm and almost a full moon. 


Craig Morley was fortunate to see an Australasian Bittern out 
from his posting at the end of Wood’s Road just before sunset. It 
was in the reeds and had its head and beak pointing vertically as 
Bitterns are known to do. No birds were heard calling from this 
spot. 


Although it was a calm evening the incessant calling of 
thousands of frogs caused all groups to experience great 
difficulty in listening for bitterns. Three groups were fortunate to 
hear a single bird and, taking into account the approximate 
bearing from each group, the call appeared to come from 
somewhere south of Whitehorse Road and west of O’Hallorans 
Road ( Melway 467 GH70). The bird only made one call at a 


...10m Fletcher 


time. One observer reported that she heard five calls in 
succession. Recorded times were at 1830, 1910, 2020, 2040 and 
2114 hours. 


Dean Hewish was fortunate to tape-record the bittern call during 
the course of taping frog calls. Other groups played pre-recorded 
Australasian Bittern calls with no response from the wild. The 
lesson to be learnt from the evening's listening was that each 
group must have at least one member with perfect hearing who 
must be attentive at all times. 


Observers were also requested to list other bird species recorded 
during the course of the survey. The composite list with 
comments is tabled herewith. A list of the frog species heard is 
also tabled. 


Of the birds observed during the few hours of the survey, the 
Australasian Bittern is classified as Endangered, the Brolga and 
Eastern Great Egret are Vulnerable and the Magpie Goose is 
Near Threatened. The Growling Grass Frog is also listed as 
Endangered. 


One hundred years ago Charles F. Belcher wrote in Birds of the 
District of Geelong: (Australasian) Bitterns probably inhabited all 
parts of the district where there is any growth of reeds; now they 
are confined to Lake Reedy and adjoining parts of Lake 
Connewarre and the Barwon River, where their bull-like notes 
may be heard in the last three months of the year, and 
particularly in the early morning before the sun is up...! do not 
think the (Australasian) Bittern is, of late years, diminishing in 
numbers, though if ever the Reedy Lake is ‘reclaimed,’ it will 
become extinct in a very few years. 


Charles Belcher’s comments about the Little Bittern are also 
worth mentioning. 'We have no rarer or more interesting resident 
species in the Geelong district than the Little Bittern, whose 
haunt would appear now to be confined to the dense beds of 
pipe-reeds and tall bulrush which grow in and about Lake 
Reedy.’ 


Participants: 


Rob Ganly (Baenschs Lane), Bernadette and Barry Lingham 
(inlet regulator), Craig Morley (Woods Road), Marilyn and Dean 
Hewish, Grace Lewis (Fitzgeralds Road), Tom Fletcher and 
Hugo Phillips (outlet regulator), Dave Rantall (Matthews Road), 
Trevor Pescott (coordinator). 


(Cont. next page) 
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It is recommended that observers should refer to the Birds 
Australia website for more information about Bittern and the 
survey. 


www.birdsaustralia.com.au/our-projects/bittern-survey.html 


Please report all sightings of Australasian and Little Bitterns to 
the GFNC or to Birds Australia. 


Birds seen during bittern surveys 


Brown Quail 
Magpie Goose 


on the S-W track leading in. 
small numbers around Hospital 
Swamps. 

Black Swan 
Chestnut Teal 

Pacific Black Duck 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Australian Pelican 
Australasian Bittern 
Eastern Great Egret 


(refer to covering article.) 

six seen individually on the west side, 
some flying into the reed beds at 
dusk. 

Straw-necked Ibis 
Brown Goshawk 
Swamp Harrier 
Brown Falcon 
Australian Hobby 
Brolga three seen dropping into the reeds on 
the west side and a pair seen landing 
on the east side within the lake. A 
lone bird flew south down the east 
side then headed east around 
Fisherman’s Point. Active breeding in 
the lake was later confirmed. 

Purple Swamphen 
Lewin’s(?) Rail two birds seen on the track near the 
inlet regulator, probably of this 
species. 


King Devil and Orange Hawkweed Survey 
Bogong High Plains 


Native to Sinaia ‘Hawkweeds have recently become established on 
mainland Australia, posing a serious threat to Australian biodiversity and 


to the structure of natural communities. Hawkweeds spread quickly via: ~ 


‘runners and above-ground roots, forming dense mats and out-competing 
native vegetation. In grassy ecosystems like the High Plains, dense. 
patches of the weed dominate the spaces between grass tussocks that - 
are vital for the survival and recruitment of native flora and fauna. 


Four survey sessions will be conducted during the flowering period and 
each session requires 8 volunteers. Each session will be 5 days long, 
Monday to Friday. Attendance for the full session is preferred but is not 
essential. Accommodation will be provided at peels Creek. Breakfast and 
snacks will also be provided 


The surveys for 2009/2010 $ season are over the following dates: 
Session 1: ` November 30—December 4 (Mon—Fri) 

Session 2: . December 14—December 18 (Mon—Fri) 

Session 3: December 28—January 01 (Mon—Fri) 

Session 4: sancan Case Els 29° (Mon—Fri) 


If you wouta like to take parti in à survey session please Rai Lauren 


a Bell <ibell@parks. vic.gov.au> Mt..Beauty 03:5754 4693 
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Frog species heard calling during bittern surveys 


Southern Brown Tree Frog 
Pobblebonk Frog 

Spotted Marsh Frog 
Common Froglet 

Growling Grass Frog 


Mammals seen on bittern surveys 


Red Fox, common and in urgent need of control. 

Water Rat, one present in the channel leading from the inlet 
structure. It was also seen at this spot during last year’s 
survey. 


Australian Spotted Crake heard calling from reeds just south of 
O’Halloran’s Road. 

thirty feeding on edge of lake, west 
side near Wood's Road. 


Black-tailed Native-hen 


Masked Lapwing 
Owl sp. single bird flew out of the reeds at 
Hospital Swamps, circled the 
observer twice and went back into the 
reeds. There was insufficient light for 
positive identification. It was larger 
than a Boobook. 

Superb Fairy-wren 

White-browed Scrubwren 

Red Wattlebird 

White-fronted Chat 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Grey Butcherbird 

Australian Magpie 

Willie Wagtail- 

Little Raven 

Magpie-lark 

Horsfield’s Bushlark 

Golden-headed Cisticola 

Australian Reed-warbler 

Little Grassbird 

Welcome Swallow 

House Sparrow 


Brolga Research Project 


Inka Veltheim from University of Ballarat is undertaking a PhD. research 
project on brolgas in south west Victoria.-The project will aim to identify 
seasonal movement routes between breeding and non-breeding sites 
and involve monitoring of breeding sites to gain a better understanding 
of the Brolga’s breeding success and 'the survival of young. The 
success of the project relies on the goodwill of landholders and Inka is 
currently looking for landholders who may have knowledge onthe + 
location of breeding sites in Victoria. She would like to establish a 
number of sites for monitoring breeding success. Inka is also interested 
to hear of any other records (historical or current) including of injured or 
dead Brolgas in south west Victoria. For all Brolga sightings, nka c can 
be contacted on <vicbrolgas@gmail.com> or 

<nkaveltheim@students ballarat.ediau> 0439.557 880 


Coastcare Week 2009 


| | Coastcare Week starts on the 7 December. 


For more information hitp:/www.coastcare:com;au 


What else has been seen? 


Crime scene, 10.08 a.m. 
How do you dispose of the 
body? Bring in the troops. | 
don't know if they just ate it 
or carried away bit by bit, but 
by 12.13 p.m. it was reduced 
to a few chitinous pieces, 
then the wind got up and it 
may have just blown away. 
Dave King says the ants are 
probably Iridomyrmix . | 
couldn't catch any, they 
were too fast. (VWD) 


Scaevola albida Small-fruit 
fan-flower, part of a huge 
patch flowering at Kingston 
park, November 09 (VWD) Ants busily disposing of a bee. 

Photo: Valda Dedman 
This flew in our window at 
Highton that very hot night of 
9 November. It was 
identified by Dave King as a 
Longicorn Beetle 
Cerambycidae, 
Parandrinae. Too beautiful 
for such an awkward name. 
(VWD) 


A large huntsman spider 
caught and ate an Old 
Lady Moth inside the 
house at Yaugher, 
01/11/09 (TP) 


Scaevola albida Small-fruit fan-flower. 
Photo: Valda Dedman 


The first Grass Triggerplant flowers at Yaugher opened on 
06/11/09. (TP) 


Bird's-nest Fungus Nidula emodensis, found on a small stick 
near Delany Rd, Barwon Downs, 1/11/09. (LPh, RSm) 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Longicorn Beetle Cerambycidae, Parandrinae 
Photo: Valda Dedman 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Bird's-nest Fungus, Barwon Downs 


Observers: LPh, Lorraine Phelan; RSm, Rosalind Smallwood; TP, Trevor 
Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman 


Desperately seeking office bearers! 


y many measures, the GFNC is doing well. There are good 

attendances at General and Group meetings and most 
excursions, and the Naturalist to look forward to each month. But 
your Committee is really stretched, and is aware of a number of 
important Club initiatives that are not moving forward. These 
include a major update for the website. So it is essential that 
some of you come forward to join the Committee and spread the 
load—new GFNC members will be particularly welcome. The 
ongoing viability of the Club depends on this. 


Members of GFNC may be aware that the President is not 
eligible for re-election in the year after having served for two 
continuous years. At present, we have no Vice President or other 
member of the Committee ready to take over. All have busy 
roles, including covering for the vacant positions, especially 
Secretary. As Deborah has said at meetings and written in the 
Geelong Naturalist, it is essential that we find new committee 
members to take on several vacant roles. But it may be asking 
too much to find a member ready to become President in April 
2010. 


Under the present GFNC rules, our current President, Deborah 
Evans, will not be able to stand again for 2010/11. The 
Committee has considered this issue at length, and proposes 


e 


that the GFNC Rules be changed to extend the length of the 
President's tenure to three years. The following Special 
Resolution will be put to the February meeting. 


Comments are welcome—please contact any member of the 
Committee. 


Peter Turner, Public Officer. 


Special Resolution. To be put to the General 
Meeting of GFNC on Tuesday February 2, 2010. 


‘That sub-section 7.2.3 of the Rules of the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club Inc be changed to increase the maximum 
continuous term of the President from 2 to 3 years; the revised 
section to be changed by replacing 'two (2)' with ‘three (3)' to 
become: 
7.2.3 Each officer of the Association shall hold office 
until the conclusion of the annual general meeting next 
after the date of his election but is eligible for re-election 
provided that the President shall not be eligible for re- 
election in the year after having served three (3) years 
continuously. The immediate past President may join 
the Committee as a member with full voting rights 
without election.’ 
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Stiletto Fly Evansomyia sp., Therevidae, Diptera 


Introduction 

The subject specimen, a 
Stiletto Fly, was collected 
during a survey on 15th 
November, 2009, using 
pitfall traps in a gully on 
the Hoffman property, 
Bambra, 38° 23'S 143° 
60°E. It is a member of 
the Therevidae family of 
several hundred species 
of worldwide distribution. 
Australia has a large 
proportion of these of 
which only some 40% 
have so far been 
described. Habitats in 
which they are found 
vary widely, from sand 
dunes and beaches to 
arid sand areas plus 
creeks and gullies. ` 


Description 

A medium size fly with the form illustrated. As in all Diptera only one 
pair of wings and a pair of halteres (Gk. haltér, weight) or balancers 
with bright silvery appearance. The wings are covered in silvery 
pruinescence with a series of dark patches. The vein pattern is 
diagnostic. 


Of the three pairs of legs the rear pair is markedly longer. Fore and 
middle legs are orange colour with the tarsal segments black. The 
rear legs have alternating patches of orange and black along their 
length. All legs terminate in a pair of simple claws, each claw having 


Stiletto Fly, Evansontyia sp., Therevidae, Diptera. 


...Dave King 


kingdf@optusnet.com.au 


a pulvillus (L. pulvillus, 
small cushion) beneath it. 
Each coxa has a row of 
silver hairs down the 
anterior side. 


The head carries two 
relatively large compound 
eyes, between each of 
which is a group of three 
ocelli at the apex of the 
head. A short pair of 
antennae have three _ 
orange colour segments, 
the distal segment being 
very small. Maxilla (L. 
maxilla, jaw) are provided 
with a relatively large 
comb-like process that 
when held close in 
opposition form a cage- 
like structure that must be 
used to capture and retain 
prey. 


The posterior three segments of the abdomen carry black erect 
hairs, whilst the other segments have shorter silver hairs. 


References 

http://anic.ento.csiro.au/insectfamilies/biota.aspx? 

Colless, D.H. & McAlpine, D.K. (2000) The Insects of Australia, 
CSIRO, Melb. 


Bird observations 
November 2009 


his spring has been the best birding season for many years. 

Many noteworthy species have been reported and large 
numbers of some species have arrived. Craig Morley has been 
regularly surveying the Bellarine Peninsula and has been able to 
note more than 100 species in each of his eight-hour counts. 


Some waterfowl have returned to the area. Small flocks of Magpie 
Geese have been seen at Reedy lake and a few Freckled Duck 
have returned to Lake Lorne. Hardhead have been hard to find 
recently, but a few have been noted at Balyang Sanctuary and also 
at Gateway Sanctuary. Black-tailed Native-hen are still about in 
small flocks, and many wetland species are now breeding. Wader 
species have returned and this report has records of 13 species. 


Several reports of White-browed and Masked Woodswallows were 
submitted last month. Since that time, many hundreds of birds have 
moved into the Geelong area. Some have started breeding. White- 
winged Trillers are also being seen in many places. Satin 
Flycatchers were reported from Gum Flat and also the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. A Dollarbird was noted near Wallington. A Black- 
eared Cuckoo calling near Marcus Hill is a rare report for the 
Bellarine. 


There have been two November reports of Swift Parrots. These 
birds would usually have returned to Tasmania by now. Perhaps the 
plentiful blossom from the local Bellarine Yellow Gums has enticed 
them to stay longer. The gums usually flower during winter, but the 
wet spring seems to have triggered a later bloom. 
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... Barry Lingham 


Stewart’s Reserve is a small reserve in the area which will 
eventually be encompassed by the Armstrong Creek development. 
It has a good range of species present, including White-browed 
Woodswallows, Olive-backed Oriole, Laughing Kookaburra and also 
Restless Flycatchers. 


There are also some concerns raised in the reports. Sea birds seem 
to be dying in greater numbers than usual, with large numbers of 
beach washed Short-tailed Shearwaters as well as more unusual 
species such as Giant-Petrel. It appears that not enough food is 
available to these birds. Another concern is the low numbers of 
some honeyeater species, such as Yellow-faced and White-naped 
Honeyeaters. 


The recent very hot weather has been followed by more rain which 
has rejuvenated the drying vegetation. | hope everyone has a 
chance to get out and see the wide range of species that we are 
lucky enough to be able to observe in the Geelong area. 


The following observations are a selection of those submitted. Alll 
observations will be published in Geelong Bird Report. 

Observers: ANGAIR, Anglesea and Aireys Inlet Society; BAt, Bryant 
Attwood; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernadette Lingham; CMo, Craig 
Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; DR, David Rantall; EWt, Echidna 
Walkabout tours; GGa, Geoff Gaynor; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GT, 
Graeme Tribe; JN, John Newman; LCI, Lynne Clarke; LPh, Lorraine 
Phelan; LSt, Laura Stenzler; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MHz, Martin 
Hulzebosch; MTh, Marianne Thorpe; PB, Peter Bright; TFl, Tom 
Fletcher; TMc, Tim McKellar; TSc, Ton Schat; WH, Bill Honey. 


Species 
Magpie Goose 


Freckled Duck 
Australian Wood Duck 
Hardhead 


White-throated Nightjar 
Southern Giant-Petrel 


Short-tailed Shearwater 
Black-tailed Native-hen 
Black-winged Stilt 


Pacific Golden Plover 
Latham’s Snipe 
Black-tailed Godwit 
Common Greenshank 
Marsh Sandpiper 
Ruddy Turnstone 

Red Knot 

Curlew Sandpiper 
Swift Parrot 


Black-eared Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
Sacred Kingfisher 
Dollarbird 

Little Wattlebird 


Varied Sittella 
White-winged Triller 


Rufous Whistler 
Olive-backed Oriole 


Masked Woodswallow 


White-browed Woodswallow 


Satin Flycatcher 
Restless Flycatcher 
Rose Robin 


Pink Robin 
Horsfield’s Bushlark 


Numerous 
30 
Present 

2 

12 


+ 


+ 


OMNM WH AAA AANN = 


Small 
numbers 
40-50 
40-50 


+ 


3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 


Comment 

Reedy Lake, between Whitehorse and O'Halloran Rds. 

Moolap, flying over the highway. 

Lake Lorne, Drysdale. 

Lake Lorne, Drysdale, ducklings. 

Gateway Sanctuary, Leopold. 

Balyang Sanctuary. 

Brisbane Ranges, Sapling Gully P G, first call before dark 8.25 p.m. 
Black Rocks, beach-washed. Another beach-washed bird with 
numerous dead Short-tailed Shearwaters on 16/11. 

Black Rocks, beach-washed. 

Cnr Princes Hwy & Birregurra Rd, around large tussock swamp. 
Avalon Beach, approx. six active nests, sitting on eggs small island. 
Serendip. 

Black Rocks. 

Lake Lorne, Drysdale. 

St Leonards salt lagoon. 

St Leonards salt lagoon. 

St Leonards salt lagoon. 

Avalon Beach, at the end of Beach Road. 

Avalon Beach. 

St Leonards salt lagoon. 

Mt Duneed, Stewarts Reserve, off Horseshoe Bend Road. 
Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove, perched in Lemon-scented Gum, 
then flew to Yellow Gums which are unseasonally flowering. 
Marcus Hill, cnr Bellarine Hwy & Maddens Lane, continuously calling. 
Mt Duneed, Stewarts Reserve, off Horseshoe Bend Road. Heard. 
You Yangs, Lower PG, entering hollow in big old tree. 

Mt Rothwell. 

Barwon River, Lower Buckley Falls. One at Baums Weir on 14/11. 
Blue Waters Lake, Ocean Grove. 

You Yangs. Four calling repeatedly near information centre on 24/11. 
Grubb Rd, north of Swan Bay Road, a bird perched on a wire. 
Forrest. 

Birregurra. 

Steiglitz, adult fed 1 fledged young. 

OGNR, in NW Manna Gum area. 

Old St. Leonards Rd, St Leonards, near Grassy Pt. Track, in and 
around Casuarinas in roadside reserve and adjacent agricultural land. 
Also some birds further to W along Old St. Leonards Rd. 

Mt Duneed, Stewarts Reserve, off Horseshoe Bend Road. Two 
males. 

Serendip. 

OGNR, Banksia Track, single birds in different locations. Three on 
19/11. 

Mt Duneed, Stewarts Reserve, off Horseshoe Bend Road. 

You Yangs. 

Barramunga, at least 10 together in one group overhead in large flock 
of White-browed Woodswallows. 

St Leonards, with flock of White-browed settling in trees along St 
Leonards Road where they bred two years ago. 

East Paddock, You Yangs. 

OGNR, circling at about 200 m above the reserve, then flying much 
higher and out of sight before descending again a little later. 
Highton, flying NW at 3.15 p.m. on a warm, humid and overcast day 
Mt Duneed, Stewarts Reserve, off Horseshoe Bend Road. 
Wallington. Cnr of Swan Bay Rd. and Caldwell Cres. 

Barramunga. 

Fairmont Rd, Newtown, from 3.50—4.10 p.m. 


Bellarine Highway, Newcomb, at 2.00 p.m. Heard overhead. 

Point Addis. Noted flying SW in small groups. 

Mt Duneed, Stewarts Reserve, off Horseshoe Bend Road. Also at 
many other localities: Rice Reserve 20, Fisher Rd. 80+, Dans 
Reserve, Minya ~50, McCanns Rd. 20+, Taits Pt. ~20 heard, OGNR 
20+, St. Leonards 20+, Swan Bay Jetty 20+ , Indented Head 20+, 
Portarlington Sewage works 80+, Moolap Station Rd. ~40, Gateway 
Sanctuary, Leopold heard— total of well over 600 birds at 13 
locations. 

Bannockburn Bush. Also a pair next to rail line, Spring Creek Rd, 
Bannockburn. 

Gum Flat Rd. 

Bald Hills Rd. 

Gum Flat. 

OGNR, on West Track. 

Mt Duneed, Stewarts Reserve, off Horseshoe Bend Road. 
Bannockburn Bush, S. 

Barramunga, calling. 

Dickins Rd, Freshwater Creek, a female. 

Little River, a juvenile on the ground in grassland on rail reserve at 
Little River. Parents nearby were distressed until we moved on.: 


Observers 


CMo 


GMc, MTh, GGa 
BML 


CMo 
EWt 
MHe 


DR 


MHe, DHe 
BL 


LCl 

CMo 

CMo 
MHe, DHe 
CMo 


CMo 
JN, WH, TFI, BL 
CMo, BL 


TFI, TMc 


MHe, DHe 
MHe, DHe 
ANGAIR 

BML 

CMo 

TFI, TMc 

MHe 

TFI 

LPh, MHZ et al 
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a Group excursion 


: Thursday 28 January 2010. 
Leader: Bryant, Attwood 


There shouid be e plenty af nesting activity, and we e will have the 
benefit of Bryant's ppeas knowledge of this area through pe 
regular monitoring- ; ; a 


Meet: 8.30'a.m. Balyang Sanctiiary carpark, Marnock poad, 
Newtown (Melway p. 451, rey ; 


Finish: midday i 
Bring: Binoculars, telescope, sunscreen, hat, morning tea., 
Enquiries: Poly 5244 0182c or -Bryant we) 8858. z 


Please note: No excursion in December. ge 


pcs can Ne 
Mt Buffalo 


1518 January 2010 


For the campouti in SAA we will be staying at Porepunkah 
and exploring Mt Buffalo. 


Some. participants have already booked accommodation at 
Porepunkah Pines Tourist Resort. The resort's web address is- 


http://www. porepunkahresort.com.au if you wish to make your 
own arrangements: There are oter caravan D parke in: the vicinity 


as well. 

The Poen Hall has been booked for the e saturday and- 
Sunday nights and a guest speakers invited. There will be a” 
small cost for campers goaie with hall hire. 


It would be hppreciated. if members intending to attend the e 
campout could contact the Stricklands or peoane. 


Contact: (oraine <iphelan@biopond. com: au> or Peter and 
Kathie Strickland <kpstrick@westnet.com.au> 


Mailing roster 
December: Jan Vente 


February: Jan Venters — 
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January half-day e excursion 


-Saturday 16 January, 2010 


This will be a ‘morning excursion exploring the coastline around 


Eastern Park; including the historic lime kilns area. 


Members might like to. stay and haye lunch at the café i in nthe 
Botanic Garaens. ; ' 


Meet? 9.00 a.m. at the car park at the north-eastern. end of 
<- Eastern Park Circuit, near the gun: club and the rock _ 
geoglyph (Melway 452 G3). 


Bring: ‘Moming tea and snacks, Water hat, sunscreen, 
_ binoculars etc. 


Gontack Deborah Evan 5243 8687 


Challenge bird count 


Sunday 6 December 2010 


ete will be, tes groups couotng Pand the Geelong district, 
from 6.00 a.m. until late afternoon. If you want to paricipate, ; 


even for a few hours, contact:Barry 5255 4291. 


; Plant group picnic tea 


The Plant Group's end-of-year excursion and picnic tea will be 
held at Balyang Sanctuary under the Red Gums—a stroll 
through the plantings along the Barwon River will be.a fine Tinish 
tothe years SSNS 


Meet at 4. 00 p.m. A the car Tak on 8. December. i 
Contact: Dick 5243 3916 


_ Summer wader counts , 


With tides being beyond our control, the summer wader counts 


are HEH as follows: 


Count 1: (all morning counts) © 


Sat 12 December 2009-—Connewarre and environs 
Sun 13 December 2009—Swan Bay region E 
Mon 14 December 2009—Moolap Salt Works | 


Count 2: (all early morning counts) 
- Sat 6 February 2010—Connewarre and environs 
Sun 7 February 2010—Swan Bay 
Mon 8 February 2010—Moolap Salt Works 


The main difference this year with record submitting is that we 
will be able to submit-on line directly to the Shorebirds 2020 


database with a unique login for our GFNC members. 


This will be circulated to available counters closer the time. ` 


tania more (or new) counters are asked to contact John 


Newman. 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2009-2010 
President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Vice-President Vacant 
Immediate Past President Vacant 
Secretary Tim Billington 5221 1169 tbil@optusnet.com.au 
Treasurer Peter Turner psturner@ncable.net.au 
Minute Secretary Lynne Clarke 5243 8774 alynneclarke@ozemail.com.au 


Committee Member 


n David Flanagan 5221 2427 jillpip@optusnet.com.au 

" y Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

i 5 Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
x 4 Neil McInnes 0408 102 802 neil06021955@gmail.com 
; A Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
y 4 Peter Williams 5221 3503 peter.w@westnet.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Conservation Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Membership Officer Peter Williams 5221 3503 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 


Coming events 


DECEMBER 2009 FEBRUARY 2010 
1 General Meeting: Members Night 2 General Meeting: Water Rats—Michelle Smith 
6 Challenge Bird Count 9 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
8 Plant Group Excursion—picnic tea 18 Bird Group: Meeting 
21 Excursion: Urquhart’s Bluff to Aireys Inlet walk 
JANUARY 2010 Leaders: Phil and Alison Watson 
TBA Summer Wader Count 25 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
15-18 Club Campout: Mt Buffalo 
Leaders: Kathie & Peter Strickland 


16 Saturday % Day Excursion: Eastern Park. 
Leader: TBA 

21 Bird Group meeting: Bird quiz night 

28 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion—Balyang 

Sanctuary. Leader: Bryant Attwood 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 25 January 2009. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning to 
5 James Cook Dve Wandana Heights, 3216 —OR—e-mail: iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
For further details phone Lorraine Phelan: 5243 0636 


DISCLAIMER 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions . 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. GFNC meetings aig held at Geelong 
Please contact the Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
photograph) from another source, so that copyright permission can start at 8.00 pm 
be sought. 


Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park 
Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 


The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided 
that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 
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